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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

By Tannis Erickson   
 

“Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe 
full of slush”— Doug Larson  
 

Spring is here and we are full of renewed energy at DEVOTION. Much of 
our time and energy over the winter months was focused on organizing 
a very successful Canadian National Perinatal Research Meeting 
(CNPRM) in Banff this past February. Thanks to all members of the      
Organizing Committee and participants for making it such a successful 
event.  It was the largest CNPRM to date with 403 delegates (including 
187 trainees), 94 oral presentations, 192 poster presentations, 11 keynote 
speakers, 11 workshops and 16 concurrent sessions. Having the Rocky 
Mountains as the backdrop only made it more memorable! 

The DEVOTION team has developed an operational plan that will         
facilitate the accomplishment of the strategic goals and priorities        
established at last year’s strategic planning.  Work is underway on many 
of these tasks. One of the key elements of the strategic priorities is the 
creation of legacy projects that will extend beyond our funding period.  
On April 24th we will be providing members of the Network with the    
opportunity to present their ideas and have a conversation around      
opportunities for collaboration.  Legacy projects will develop over the 
next several months.   
 
DEVOTION will be part of this year’s Child Health Research Days 
(October 2nd to 4th, 2018) again and look forward to planning a           
spectacular event at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.   
 
Continue to visit the DEVOTION website and twitter feed for news and 
upcoming events.   

http://chrdmb.ca/
https://www.devotionnetwork.com
https://twitter.com/DEVOTION_MB?lang=en


www.devotionnetwork.com  Twitter: @DEVOTION_MB  

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY: A FEATURE ON DR. ADRIAN WEST  

My research program is helping to understand a big question: how do structural changes within organs and tissues  
impact the progression of chronic childhood diseases like diabetes?  

 

A critical piece to my program is developing new research tools that allow us to (1) replicate structural differences    
between healthy and diseased tissue using cultured cells, and (2) measure important functional outcomes (specifically, 
cell contraction) that are not possible with other cell-based experimental techniques. 

 

Our team recently received infrastructure support from the Canada Foundation   
of Innovation, Research Manitoba and the Children’s Hospital Research Institute  
of  Manitoba (total value $583,687) to establish a tissue engineering platform based 
around revolutionary three-dimensional (3D) bioprinting technology. This        
platform allows us to create lifelike tissues using healthy versus diseased cells, 
and customise the structural properties of bioprinted tissue to better replicate 
disease conditions. The bioprinted tissues are designed in a way that specifically  
enables us to measure contractile function. 

 

Within DEVOTION, Dr. West and his collaborators (Dr. Joseph Gordon and    
Dr. Vernon Dolinsky) have been awarded catalyst funds to develop a 3D             
bioprinted model of neonatal cardiac tissue. This model will be used to study 
how exposure to diabetes during pregnancy causes cardiac dysfunction in the    
offspring, and allow Dr. West’s team to accurately and rapidly test new     
treatment strategies that will help alleviate this significant disease burden.  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 14, 2018 - Winnipeg Rh Foundation Awards Ceremony, Lecture & Reception | 7-9 PM. Robert B. 
Schultz Lecture Theatre, St. John’s College, 92 Dysart Road. All are welcome. Free admission.  
 
April 16-28, 2018- National Indigenous Diabetes Conference. Delta Halifax. Halifax, Nova Scotia.  
 
April 29, 2018- Lace up for Diabetes Run, Diabetes Canada. 10k, 5k, 3k and Kids run at              
Assiniboine Park.  

May 10, 2018– Dr. Reg Crowshoe will be speaking at CHRIM rounds. 12-1pm, JBRC 500  

May 27, 2018- The 32nd Annual Teddy Bears Picnic. 9am-5pm at Assiniboine Park.  

June 5th– Dr. Ravi Retnakaran presents “Glucose Tolerance Status in Pregnancy: A Window to the Future 

Risk of Diabetes and Cardiovascular Disease in Young Women”. 11-12 pm, Apotex 164   

October 2-4, 2018- 14th Annual Child Health Research Days (CHRD), "Protecting the Future: How the   

Environment Impacts Child Health". Canadian Museum of Human Rights.   

“Bioprinting technology 
has enabled us to create 

lifelike tissues… to 
better replicate disease 
conditions” -Dr. Adrian 

West  

https://twitter.com/DEVOTION_MB?lang=en
https://diabetesaction.ca/2018-national-indigenous-diabetes-conference/
https://www.events.runningroom.com/site/?raceId=14857
http://goodbear.mb.ca/events/teddy-bears-picnic/
http://chrdmb.ca/


By Laetitia Guillemette  
 
 
Who is a DEVOTION Trainee?  

Essential to the notion of           
DEVOTION is an interest in the 
developmental origins of 
health and disease (DOHaD). 
My dissertation is about       
intrauterine exposure to      
diabetes (diabetes being my 
early life factor of  interest), 
and I fit in the population 
health and the policy/
community pillars because to investigate the effects of 
this exposure, I’m using data from health registries and 
systematic reviews and translating my research results 
into policy recommendations.  

What are the benefits of being a DEVOTION trainee? 

I’ve been connected with trainees & researchers who 
share similar interests through unique opportunities. 
When a DEVOTION investigator received a request for a 
review on the developmental origins of asthma after    
exposure to maternal diabetes, she thought it was a great 
opportunity for DEVOTION trainees and researchers to 
collaborate. This team effort led to a publication in      
Paediatric Respiratory Reviews in 2017. Participating on 
this review grew my knowledge base in the field of     
asthma and made me discover an interesting knowledge 
gap I would never had considered otherwise.  

What does the future hold for DEVOTION trainees? 

Short answer: it holds a lot! Longer answer: an exciting 
upcoming opportunity is the DOHaD hub that DEVOTION 
wants to create. DEVOTION is creating the infrastructure 
and relationships to establish Winnipeg as a leader in  
DOHAD on the Canadian scene.   

 

*To view the full article, please visit our website.   

BEING A DEVOTION TRAINEE:            

REFLECTIONS ON THE PAST & FUTURE  
TRAINEE SUCCESSES 

 

Congratulations to Gabriel Brawerman and Vernon   
Dolinsky on their recent publication “Therapies for Ges-

tational Diabetes and their Implications for Maternal 
and Offspring Health: Evidence from Human and Ani-
mal Studies” in Pharmacological Research.  

 

Congratulations to all DEVOTION Trainee Travel Award 
recipients for CNPRM 2018: Brittany Moyce, Stefanie 
Kereliuk, Prasoon Agarwal, Kozeta Miliku, Laetitia   
Guillemette, Matthew Martins, Gabriel Brawerman, 
Farrah Jabar & Taylor Morriseau!   

 

Post Doctorate fellow Kozeta Miliku won the best post-

er award at the DOHaD Canada conference– well done 
Kozeta! Kozeta works in Meghan Azad’s lab.  

 

Stefanie Kereliuk (PhD  candidate in Vern Dolinsky’s 

lab) won best oral presentation at CNRPM 2018–                   
Congratulations Stefanie!  

 

Congratulations to Asthma Canada/AllerGen             
Goran-Enhorning Graduate Research Award recipient, 
Thomas Mahood! Thomas is working with Dr. Andrew 
Halayko. 

Stefanie Kereliuk, winner of best oral 
presentation, at CNPRM 2018  

Twitter: @DEVOTION_MB  www.devotionnetwork.com  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1526054216300811
https://www.devotionnetwork.com/trainees
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1043661817313488
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1043661817313488
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1043661817313488
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1043661817313488
https://twitter.com/DEVOTION_MB?lang=en
https://www.devotionnetwork.com/


 

RESEARCHER SUCCESSES (a full list can be found here).  
 

Dr. Meghan Azad, Dr. Vern Dolinsky and Dr. Alyssa Archibald recently published “Early-life exposure to non-nutritive sweeten-
ers and the developmental origins of childhood obesity: evidence from human and rodent studies” in Nutrients. The full article 

can be accessed here.    
 

Congratulations to Dr. Nathan Nickel for being a recipient of the 2017 Terry G. Falconer Memorial Rh Foundation Emerging 
Research Award.  More information on attending this awards event can be found in Upcoming events.  
 

Check out the new work by Dr. Richard Keijzer and Dr. Eric Benchimol in their publication "Living like an Academic Athlete: 
How to Improve Clinical and Academic productivity as a Gastroenterologist". The full article can be found here.  
 

Dr. Meghan Azad, Dr. Jon McGavock and Dr. Allan Becker along with other authors recently published “Exclusive breastfeeding 
in hospital predicts longer breastfeeding: Implications for health equity” in Birth Issues in Prenatal Care. This article can be  

accessed here.  

OP-EDS: A UNIQUE WAY TO SHARE YOUR RESEARCH 

By Leanne Dunne  
 

Op-Ed’s (‘Opposite the Editorial Pages’) are a less talked about, but really interesting medium for sharing your re-
search to the general public. Beyond newspapers such as the Free Press, Globe & Mail or National Post– there are 
now also news sources online that purposely bridge a gap between academics and journalists. Theconversation.ca, 
Evidencenetwork.com and Informed Opinions are a few examples.  

Here are some key considerations for writing an Op-Ed from Evidence Network, an organization that links journal-
ists to experts in a field to provide access to evidence-based, non-partisan information:  

 They should be no more than 750 words in length and must be timely (for example, linking to World Diabetes day, 

a new policy announcement, or something recently in the news).  
 Keep it simple and compelling – a single or a few major points is all that’s needed. 

 Express a point-of-view or opinion on a topic that you have expertise on.  

 A personal story, experience, or a metaphor can better  connect the reader to your story.  

 Avoid jargon and steer clear of too many statistical  numbers. Imagine that you’re writing a speech for the general 

public.  
 Citations are not allowed. If you have to credit someone’s idea, it should be written within the sentence itself. 

 Finish with a solution or next steps (other than ‘more research is needed’). Identify the key players in what should 

be done next.  

For more information, please visit Evidencenetwork.ca or stayed tuned for one of their (often free) upcoming    
workshops. You can also contact Leanne at ldunne@chrim.ca about supporting you on writing your own.     

Developmental Origins of Chronic Diseases in Children (DEVOTION) Network  
501B-5th floor John Buhler Research Centre 

715 McDermot Ave, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3E 3P4  
Contact us  

https://www.devotionnetwork.com/publications
http://www.mdpi.com/2072-6643/10/2/194
http://chrim.ca/researcher/richard-keijzer/
http://www.gastrojournal.org/article/S0016-5085(17)36375-8/fulltext
https://www.devotionnetwork.com/publications
https://theconversation.com
http://evidencenetwork.ca/
https://informedopinions.org/find-experts/
http://evidencenetwork.ca/
mailto:ldunne@chrim.ca
https://www.devotionnetwork.com/
https://www.devotionnetwork.com
mailto:terickson@chrim.ca?subject=Newsletter

