
 

Together We can Dramatically Reduce The Burden & Costs 

Associated with Chronic Disease in Manitoba Children 

Message from the Executive Director 

Welcome to DEVOTION’s inaugural newsletter! The DEVOTION 

network began in 2015 with funding from Research Manitoba and the 

Lawson Foundation.  We are a multidisciplinary cluster of 

investigators, policy makers and provincial stakeholders integrated to 

advance translational research and the understanding of the 

developmental origins of health and chronic diseases in children.  To 

find out more about us, please visit devotionnetwork.com. Our first 

annual Report highlighted our initial accomplishments - 

 Establishment of a Scientific Advisory Board and Stakeholder 

Advisory Committee  

 Open search for Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in Developmental 

Origins of Health & Disease 

 Partnership with Nanaandawewigamig to enhance our 

relationship with Indigenous communities across the province  

 DEVOTION is an active member of DOHaD Canada, and will host 

the next Canadian National Perinatal Research Meeting in 

February 2018 

 Dr. Vern Dolinsky created an international network of scientists to 

study “The developmental origins of obesity and obesity-related 

complications in children” 

 Targeted and non-targeted metabolic scan of serum from youth 

living with type 2 diabetes in the iCARE cohort and tissue samples 

from an animal model of gestational diabetes to identify new 

biomarkers  

 Dr. Christine Doucette successfully used CRISPR technology to 

develop an animal model for the G319S genotype that is 

significantly impacting the lives of Ogi-Cree people in northern 

Manitoba 
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Upcoming events 

DEVOTION/DREAM Stakeholder 

Meeting (Mar 17), Fort Garry Hotel 

DEVOTION Research Rounds (Mar 

23),  Garry Shen presents 

"Gestational diabetes, its harm and 

prevention”, 12 noon, Room 500, 

John Buhler Research Centre, 

Winnipeg  

DEVOTION Research Rounds (Apr 

13), Richard Keijzer presents 

"Surgical Chart Audit", 12 noon, 

Room 500, John Buhler Research 

Centre, Winnipeg  

DEVOTION Research Rounds (May 

4), Vern Dolinsky/Brandy Wicklow 

presents "ECGD/NextGen", 12 noon, 

Room 500, John Buhler Research 

Centre  

DEVOTION Research Rounds (May 

25), Pat Gregory presents "Factors 

Affecting Prenatal Care in the 

North", 12 noon, Room 500, John 

Buhler Research Centre  

http://www.devotionnetwork.com/
https://www.devotionnetwork.com/reports
https://www.devotionnetwork.com/reports
http://www.devotionnetwork.com/
https://twitter.com/devotion_mb
https://www.devotionnetwork.com/what-s-new


Researcher successes 

Congratulations to members of the DEVOTION network 

on their recent publication in Paediatric Respiratory 

Reviews entitled Diabetes in pregnancy and lung health in 

offspring: developmental origins of respiratory 

disease.  This review article showcases the collaborative 

nature of DEVOTION by including researchers from all 

four DEVOTION pillars (clinical research, basic research, 

population health and policy) along with our 

trainees.  Use this link to access the publication and the 

video abstract for the manuscript.  

 

Researcher Highlight — Dr. Garry Shen  MD, PhD  

Dr. Shen’s research has three primary areas of focus: the mechanism and 

treatment for diabetic vascular complications; the impact of gestational diabetes 

on mothers and offspring; and the effects of physical activity, nutrition and 

breastfeeding on pregnancy outcomes. He recently received a project grant from 

CIHR for a study on “The impact of soluble TLR2 and other immunomodulatory 

factors in breast milk on the development of allergic disease: translational 

research in pre-clinical models and the CHILD birth cohort”. Jean Marshall from 

Dalhousie University is the Co-PI. He is presenting “Gestational diabetes, its harm 

and prevention" on March 23 at the DEVOTION Research Rounds.  

Progress Report  

DEVOTION 2016 

Annual Report – 

The DEVOTION 

Network is 

pleased to 

present it’s first 

progress 

report. The 

reports can be 

found via here.  

DEVOTION’S Priorities 

Two planning exercises was conducted to identify priorities for the DEVOTION network. The first included 

scientists who are members of the Executive Committee and the second included a broad range of communi-

ty stakeholders. The resulting priorities for the DEVOTION network are:  

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1526054216300811
https://media.wix.com/ugd/e9fc1c_e33f8dca2554420188a2af7273d89852.pdf


 Stakeholder Engagement  

In October 2016 a number of First Nations people and allies who support First Nations self -

determination in the area of research and wellness were identified to participate in a PATH 

(Planning Alternatives for Tomorrows Hope) process based on their experience, leadership or 

role in any of the one or more of the following areas: Diabetes; Food/Nutrition; Early 

Childhood; Community Engagement; Art; Education;  Policy; Funding; Research and Data. The 

partners who attended helped guide us in a larger study for Maternal Child Health (MCH) and 

Wellness. The intent was to help bring many of us together who are currently working in the 

area of MCH and Wellness and help set priorities at the Provincial level for MCH from a First 

Nations lens. The following eight priority areas were identified during the first year:  

The PATH exercise 

Details of the eight priority areas 

identified above can be found on 

the DEVOTION website here. 

The content of this article was 

submitted by Leona Star, 

DEVOTION’s Indigenous Program 

Director, and she can be reached 

via email.  

Maternal  

Child Health 

https://www.devotionnetwork.com/stakeholders-advisory-groups
mailto:lstar@fnhssm.com


On the Horizon 

5th Canadian Obesity Summit (April 25-

29), Banff, AB  

2017 Canadian Respiratory Conference 

(Apr 27-29), Montreal, QC 

American Thoracic Society 2017 

International Conference (May 19-24), 

Washington DC 

Child Health Research Day 2017 (Oct 3-5), 

Winnipeg, MB 

10th World Congress on Developmental 

Origins of Health and Disease (Oct 15-18), 

Rotterdam, the Netherlands  

Children’s Hospital Research Institute of 

Manitoba Research Rounds, every 

Thursday, Room 500 John Buhler Research 

Centre, Winnipeg MB 

Course: Knowledge 

Translation Camp 

Are you a researcher 

looking to learn more about knowledge 

translation and how it can apply to your 

work? Join us for a morning of workshops 

addressing various knowledge translation 

topics. This half-day session will be held on 

April 5, 2017 (8:30 am – 12 pm), at the CHI 

office (Room 474, Chown Building, 753 

McDermot Ave). You can also find out 

more about CHI at their Open House event 

on Mar 8. 
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Knowledge Translation  

Hello! I am Leanne, the new Knowledge Exchange Coordinator 

for DEVOTION. My work is centered on knowledge translation 

(KT) and engaging with patients. I know, you’re probably 

thinking “what does knowledge translation even mean?” The 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) defines KT as the 

“synthesis, dissemination, exchange and ethically-sound 

application of knowledge to improve health, provide more 

effective health services and strengthen the healthcare 

system.” For more information, check out Kate Sibley’s 

fantastic blog post entitled “What we mean when we say 

“Knowledge Translation”?”  Knowledge Nudge is also a great 

site for finding other blog posts related to the science of 

knowledge translation and patient engagement. To put it 

simply, this role gives me the opportunity to connect 

researchers within DEVOTION to people that have direct 

experiences with a health issue (patients, and their families or 

caregivers) so that patients and the members of the public can 

become partners in research versus being participants in a 

study.  For more information about knowledge translation and 

patient engagement, you can follow Knowledge Nudge on 

Twitter.  I can be reached via email.   

Relevant links: 

1. Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR) 
2. Blog post  

3. Knowledge Nudge website  

http://www.con-obesitysummit.ca/
https://cts.lung.ca/crc
http://ats-2017.org/
http://ats-2017.org/
http://www.dohad2017.org/
http://www.dohad2017.org/
http://chimb.ca/events/knowledge-translation-camp
http://chimb.ca/events/knowledge-translation-camp
http://chimb.ca/events/chi2017openhouse
http://www.devotionnetwork.com/
mailto:kfung@chrim.ca?subject=DEVOTION%20newsletter%20-%20subscribe
mailto:kfung@chrim.ca?subject=DEVOTION%20Newsletters%20-%20please%20unsubscribe
https://twitter.com/KnowledgeNudge
mailto:ldunne@exchange.hsc.mb.ca
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/29418.html#2
http://www.knowledgenudge.com/what-we-mean-when-we-say-knowledge-translation/
http://www.knowledgenudge.com

